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INTRODUCTION TO THE LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) – GERMAN TEST 
AND SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THIS TEST PREPARATION MANUAL

1 OVERVIEW

The State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) has approved Texas educator standards that 
delineate what the beginning educator should know and be able to do. These standards, which 
are based on the state-required curriculum for students—the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS)—form the basis for the Texas Examinations of Educator Standards® (TExES®) 
program. This initiative, directed by Texas Education Agency (TEA), will affect all areas of Texas 
education—from the more than 100 approved Texas Educator Preparation Programs (EPPs) to the 
more than 7,000 Texas school campuses. This standards-based system reflects TEA’s commitment 
to help align Texas education from kindergarten through college. TEA’s role in this K–16 initiative 
will ensure that newly certified Texas educators have the essential knowledge and skills to teach the 
TEKS to the state’s public school students.

This manual is designed to help examinees prepare for the TExES test in this field. Its purpose is 
to familiarize examinees with the competencies to be tested, test question formats and pertinent 
study resources. EPP staff may also find this information useful as they help examinees prepare for 
careers as Texas educators.

If you have any questions after reading this preparation manual or you would like additional 
information about the TExES tests or the educator standards, please visit the SBEC website at 
www.sbec.state.tx.us. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE MANUAL

• List of competencies that will be tested
• Strategies for answering multiple-choice questions
• Strategies for answering constructed-response
 questions
• Rubrics for constructed-response questions
• Sample test questions and answer key
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1USING THE TEST FRAMEWORK

The Texas Examinations of Educator Standards (TExES) tests measure the content knowledge 
required of an entry-level educator in a particular field in Texas public schools. This manual is 
designed to guide your preparation by helping you become familiar with the material to be covered 
on the test you are planning to take, identify areas where you feel you may be weak and increase 
your knowledge in those areas by helping you design a study plan.

When preparing for this test, you should focus on the competencies and descriptive 
statements, which delineate the content that is eligible for testing. A portion of the content 
is represented in the sample questions that are included in this manual. These test questions 
represent only a sampling of questions. Thus, your test preparation should focus on the 
competencies and descriptive statements and not simply on the sample questions.

ORGANIZATION OF THE TEXES TEST FRAMEWORK 
The test framework is based on the educator standards for this field. 

The content covered by this test is organized into broad areas of content called domains. Each 
domain covers one or more of the educator standards for this field. Within each domain, the content 
is further defined by a set of competencies. Each competency is composed of two major parts: 

1. the competency statement, which broadly defines what an entry-level educator in this field 
in Texas public schools should know and be able to do, and 

2. the descriptive statements, which describe in greater detail the knowledge and skills 
eligible for testing. 

The educator standards being assessed within each domain are listed for reference at the beginning 
of the test framework, which begins on page 12. These are followed by a complete set of the 
framework’s competencies and descriptive statements.

An example of a competency and its accompanying descriptive statements is provided below. 

SAMPLE COMPETENCY 

Languages Other Than English (LOTE) – German 

Competency 005
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND THE LITERAL 
CONTENT OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) – GERMAN TEST 
AND SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THIS TEST PREPARATION MANUAL

1 SAMPLE DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENTS 

The beginning teacher: 

A. Derives essential information (main ideas and details) from oral discourse in the target 
language on a variety of topics involving description and/or narration in different time 
frames (e.g., present, past, future) and in a variety of contexts (e.g., lecture, conversation, 
telephone message, public address announcement, news item, oral instructions).

B. Understands discourse in the target language likely to be encountered in social and 
professional situations within the target language cultures and communities, including 
discourse about cultural topics, connections to and comparisons with other disciplines and 
connections to and comparisons with what is experienced outside the classroom.

C. Understands the meaning of idiomatic words and expressions frequently used in oral 
discourse in the target language in a variety of culturally specific settings.
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STUDYING FOR THE TEXES TEST 
The following steps may be helpful in preparing for the TExES test. 

1. Identify the information the test will cover by reading through the test competencies 
(see Chapter 3). Within each domain of this TExES test, each competency will receive 
approximately equal coverage. 

2. Read each competency with its descriptive statements in order to get a more specific 
idea of the knowledge you will be required to demonstrate on the test. You may wish 
to use this review of the competencies to set priorities for your study time.

3. Review the “Preparation Resources” section of this manual for possible resources 
to consult. Also, compile key materials from your preparation coursework that are 
aligned with the competencies.

4. Study this manual for approaches to taking the TExES test.

5. When using resources, concentrate on the key skills and important abilities that are 
discussed in the competencies and descriptive statements.

6. Use the study plan document (Appendix A of this guide) to help you plan your study.

NOTE: This preparation manual is the only TExES test study material endorsed by Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) for this field. Other preparation materials may not accurately reflect 
the content of the test or the policies and procedures of the TExES program. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE TEXES TESTING PROGRAM

2

THE TEXES TESTS FOR TEXAS TEACHERS 
As required by the Texas Education Code §21.048, successful performance on educator certification 
examinations is required for the issuance of a Texas educator certificate. Each TExES test is a 
criterion-referenced examination designed to measure the knowledge and skills delineated in 
the corresponding TExES test framework. Each test framework is based on standards that were 
developed by Texas educators and other education stakeholders.

Each TExES test is designed to measure the requisite knowledge and skills that an entry-level 
educator in this field in Texas public schools must possess. The tests include both individual (stand-
alone) test questions and questions that are arranged in clustered sets based on real-world situations 
faced by educators.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW TExES TESTS 

Committees of Texas educators and interested citizens guide the development of the new TExES 
tests by participating in each stage of the test development process. These working committees are 
composed of Texas educators from public and charter schools, faculty from EPPs, education service 
center staff, representatives from professional educator organizations, content experts and members 
of the business community. The committees are balanced in terms of position, affiliation, years 
of experience, ethnicity, gender and geographical location. The committee membership is rotated 
during the development process so that numerous Texas stakeholders may be actively involved. The 
steps in the process to develop the TExES tests are described below.

1. Develop Standards. Committees are established to recommend what the beginning 
educator should know and be able to do. Using the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS) as the focal point, draft standards are prepared to define the knowledge and skills 
required of the beginning educator.

2. Review Standards. Committees review and revise the draft standards. The revised draft 
standards are then placed on the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) website 
for public review and comment. These comments are used to prepare a final draft of the 
standards that will be presented to the SBEC Board for discussion, the State Board of 
Education (SBOE) for review and comment and the SBEC Board for approval. Standards 
not based specifically on the TEKS, such as those for librarians and counselors, are 
proposed as rule by the SBEC Board; sent to the SBOE for its 90-day review; and, if not 
rejected by the SBOE, adopted by the SBEC Board.

3. Develop Test Frameworks. Committees review and revise draft test frameworks that are 
based on the standards. These frameworks outline the specific competencies to be measured 
on the new TExES tests. Draft frameworks are not finalized until after the standards are 
approved and the job analysis/content validation survey (see #4) is complete.
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4. Conduct Job Analysis/Content Validation Surveys. A representative sample of Texas 
educators who practice in or prepare individuals for each of the fields for which an educator 
certificate has been proposed are surveyed to determine the relative job importance of each 
competency outlined in the test framework for that content area. Frameworks are revised as 
needed following an analysis of the survey responses.

5. Develop and Review New Test Questions. The test contractor develops draft questions 
that are designed to measure the competencies described in the test framework. Committees 
review the newly developed test questions that have been written to reflect the competencies 
in the new test frameworks. Committee members scrutinize the draft questions for 
appropriateness of content and difficulty; clarity; match to the competencies; and potential 
ethnic, gender and regional bias.

6. Conduct Pilot Test of New Test Questions. All of the newly developed test questions that 
have been deemed acceptable by the question review committees are then administered to 
an appropriate sample of candidates for certification.

7. Review Pilot Test Data. Pilot test results are reviewed to ensure that the test questions are 
valid, reliable and free from bias.

8. Administer TExES Tests. New TExES tests are constructed to reflect the competencies, 
and the tests are administered to candidates for certification.

9. Set Passing Standard. A Standard Setting Committee convenes to review performance data 
from the initial administration of each new TExES test and to recommend a final passing 
standard for that test. The SBEC Board considers this recommendation as it establishes a 
passing score on the test.
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TAKING THE TEXES TEST AND RECEIVING SCORES 
Please refer to the current TExES Registration Bulletin or the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org for information on test dates, test centers, fees, registration procedures and 
program policies. 

Your score report will be available to you in your testing account on the ETS TExES online 
registration system by 5:00 p.m. Central time on the score reporting date indicated in the 
Registration Bulletin. The report will indicate whether you have passed the test and will 
include:

• A total test scaled score. Scaled scores are reported to allow for the comparison of 
scores on the same content-area test taken on different test administration dates. The 
total scaled score is not the percentage of questions answered correctly and is not 
determined by averaging the number of questions answered correctly in each domain. 

– For all TExES tests, the score scale is 100–300 with a scaled score of 240 as the 
minimum passing score. This score represents the minimum level of competency 
required to be an entry-level educator in this field in Texas public schools. 

• Your performance in the major content domains of the test and in the specific content 
competencies of the test.

– This information may be useful in identifying strengths and weaknesses in your 
content preparation and can be used for further study or for preparing to retake 
the test. However, it is important to use caution when interpreting scores reported 
by domain and competency as these scores are typically based on a smaller 
number of items than the total score and therefore may not be as reliable as the 
total score.

• A link to information to help you understand the score scale and interpret your results. 

A score report will not be available to you if you are absent or choose to cancel your score. 

For more information about scores or to access scores online, go to www.texes.ets.org. 

EDUCATOR STANDARDS 

Complete, approved educator standards are posted on the SBEC website at www.sbec.state.tx.us. 
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TEST FRAMEWORK FOR FIELD 611: LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) – 
GERMAN

 

• Domain I: Instruction and Assessment 
Standards Assessed: I, II and III

• Domain II: Cultural Understanding  
Standard Assessed: IV

• Domain III: Interpretive Listening
Standards Assessed: IV and V

• Domain IV: Interpretive Reading
Standards Assessed: VI and IV

• Domain V: Written Expression
Standard Assessed: VII

• Domain VI: Oral Expression
Standard Assessed: VIII

Domain I
34.6%

Domain II
8%

Domain IV
16.7%

Domain III
16.7%

Domain V
12%

Domain VI
12%

THE DOMAINS
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TOTAL TEST BREAKDOWN

• Exam is computer delivered

• 7 Sections

• 120 Multiple-Choice Questions (102 Scored Questions*)

• 3 Oral Expression Constructed-Response Tasks

• 3 Written Expression Constructed-Response Tasks

• 2 Instructional Practices Constructed-Response Tasks

*Your final scaled score will be based only on scored questions.

Section Competencies Domain(s) Number of Questions Timing

Weight 
of 

Section

I

Interpretive 
Mode: 

Listening with 
Cultural and 
Linguistic 

Knowledge

Intercultural and 
Cross-Cultural 
Connections

Literal 
Comprehension 

of Oral Messages

Inferential and 
Interpretive 

Comprehension 
of Oral Messages

II

III

36 Multiple-Choice 
Questions
(30 scored plus 
6 not scored)

Approximately 
50 minutes

20%

II

 Interpretive 
Mode: 

Reading
with Cultural 
and Linguistic 

Knowledge

Intercultural and 
Cross-Cultural 
Connections

Literal 
Comprehension 

of Written 
Communication

Inferential and 
Interpretive 

Analysis 
of Written 

Communication

II

IV

39 Multiple-Choice 
Questions
(32 scored plus 
7 not scored)

50 minutes 21.4%

III

Writing 
Practice

Practice Using 
Alternate 
Character 
Toolbar

1 Task 5 minutes Not 
Scored

continued
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STUDY TOPICS
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Section Competencies Domain(s) Number of Questions Timing

Weight 
of 

Section

IV

 Interpersonal
Writing

Presentational 
Writing 

Integrated 
Skills

Language 
Structures

Writing 
Proficiency

V 3 Constructed-Response 
Tasks:
1) Response to E-mail, 
Memo or Letter
2) Opinion/Position Essay
3) Integrated Writing 

50 minutes 12%

V 

Integrated 
Skills 

Presentational 
Speaking

Interpersonal 
Speaking  

Speaking 
Proficiency

VI 3 Constructed-Response 
Tasks:
1) Integrated Speaking
2) Oral Presentation or 
Situation/Opinion
3) Simulated Conversation

Approximately 
15 minutes

12%

Optional Break: 10 Minutes

VI

Instructional 
Practices 
(multiple 
choice)

Theories and 
Principles 

of Language 
Learning

Theories and 
Practices of 

Second-Language 
Instruction and 

Assessment

Instructional 
and Assessment 

Strategies for 
Implementing the 
TEKS for LOTE

I 45 Multiple-Choice 
Questions
(40 scored plus 
5 not scored)

45 minutes 26.6%

VII

Instructional 
Practices 

(constructed 
response)

Theories and 
Principles 

of Language 
Learning

Theories and 
Practices of 

Second-Language 
Instruction and 

Assessment

Instructional 
and Assessment 

Strategies for 
Implementing the 
TEKS for LOTE

I 2 Constructed-Response 
Tasks:
1) Lesson Plan
2) Essay 

35 minutes 8%
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THE STANDARDS

lote standard i:
The LOTE teacher understands language learning theories and principles of second-language 

acquisition and uses this knowledge to plan instruction and assessment that promotes 
success for all students in all areas of language learning as defined in the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

lote standard ii:
The LOTE teacher understands assessment and instruction and applies this knowledge to 

monitor and promote student progress in all areas of language learning as defined in the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

lote standard iii:
The LOTE teacher implements the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), enabling 

students to communicate in the target language, through which they gain knowledge and 
understanding of other cultures, connect with other disciplines and acquire information, 
make comparisons that develop insight into the nature of language and culture and 
participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world.

lote standard iv:
The LOTE teacher understands the nature of culture and the connections between language 

and culture, and understands the practices, products and perspectives of the culture(s) in 
which the target language is used.

lote standard v:
As a demonstration of listening proficiency, the LOTE teacher is able to derive essential 

information, interpret meaning and evaluate oral communications in the target language (as 
applicable to the target language).

lote standard vi:
As a demonstration of reading proficiency, the LOTE teacher is able to derive essential 

information, interpret meaning and evaluate a variety of authentic materials written in the 
target language (as applicable to the target language).

lote standard vii:
As a demonstration of speaking proficiency, the LOTE teacher is able to construct effective 

interpersonal and presentational oral discourse in the target language (as applicable to the 
target language).

lote standard viii:
As a demonstration of writing proficiency, the LOTE teacher is able to write effective 

interpersonal and presentational discourse in the target language (as applicable to the target 
language).
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COMPETENCIES

DOMAIN I— INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT

Competency 001
THE LOTE TEACHER KNOWS AND UNDERSTANDS LANGUAGE-LEARNING THEORIES 
AND THEORIES OF SECOND-LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AND THEIR APPLICATION 
TO LOTE INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT TO PROMOTE THE LEARNING GOALS 
DEFINED IN THE TEXAS ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS (TEKS) FOR LOTE AND 
PROMOTE ALL STUDENTS’ SUCCESS AS LANGUAGE LEARNERS.

The beginning teacher:

A. Understands theories and processes of interlanguage development, including 
predictable patterns in second-language development and factors affecting the time 
required to learn a language.

B. Understands the theories of cognitive processing that underlie first- and second-
language acquisition.

C. Understands general learning theories and processes relevant to language 
acquisition, including theories and processes of second-language instruction and 
assessment (e.g., communicative approaches, content-based approaches).

D. Understands the roles of various learning styles (e.g., visual, tactile, aural) in 
second-language acquisition and plans, selects and creates a variety of instructional 
and assessment materials that are responsive to various language-learning styles 
and that raise students’ awareness of their own language-learning styles.

E. Understands the roles of individual students’ characteristics (e.g., motivation, 
first-language background), social processes and linguistic factors (e.g., language 
transfer, overgeneralization) and other factors (e.g., family attitudes and behaviors) 
in second-language acquisition.

F. Applies theories and processes that guide work with particular student populations 
in the LOTE classroom (e.g., heritage learners, gifted and talented, special needs) 
to plan, select and create instructional and assessment strategies that enhance 
language acquisition and success for all students.

G. Applies theories and processes of second-language learning, instruction and 
assessment in planning, selecting and creating a variety of instructional and 
assessment practices and sequences that are based on the learning goals defined in 
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for LOTE.

H. Knows how to expand and enrich existing home background of heritage language/
dialect of native speakers of the language.
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Competency 002
THE LOTE TEACHER UNDERSTANDS AND APPLIES THEORIES, STRATEGIES AND 
PRACTICES OF SECOND-LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT TO PROMOTE 
STUDENTS’ PROGRESS IN ALL AREAS OF LANGUAGE LEARNING AS DEFINED IN THE 
TEXAS ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS (TEKS) FOR LOTE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Understands and applies knowledge of instructional strategies, materials, 
technologies and activities to plan instruction that is appropriate for students’ 
varied interests, needs, learning styles, motivations and backgrounds and for 
fostering students’ progress in all areas of language learning.

B. Knows and understands a variety of informal and formal assessment methods 
for identifying and interpreting students’ affective and cognitive needs (e.g., 
attitudes about language learning, language strengths and weaknesses, cultural 
understandings); for determining students’ proficiency levels; for monitoring 
students’ progress; for reflecting on, adjusting and improving teaching practice; 
and for guiding students’ learning.

C. Plans, selects and implements a variety of informal and formal assessment 
methods, tools and rubrics for evaluating and promoting students’ interpersonal, 
interpretive and presentational communication skills in all modalities.

D. Applies knowledge of instructional strategies to encourage students’ self-evaluation 
and self-monitoring, including self-selection of personal learning strategies relevant 
to second-language acquisition.

E. Understands strategies for selecting, adapting and developing instructional 
strategies and informal and formal assessments for evaluating students’ language 
acquisition as reflected in state and national guidelines (e.g., TEKS for LOTE, 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages [ACTFL] Performance 
Guidelines for K–12 Learners).

F. Selects, creates, adapts and promotes age-appropriate and language-proficiency-
level-appropriate materials, strategies and applications of various media to foster 
language learning and promote cultural understanding.

G. Understands strategies for promoting meaningful, proficiency-level-appropriate 
discourse in the target language by providing comprehensible input and 
opportunities to interact, negotiate meaning, speak extemporaneously, make 
cultural connections and participate in extended conversational interactions.
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Competency 003
THE LOTE TEACHER UNDERSTANDS AND APPLIES STRATEGIES AND APPROACHES 
FOR IMPLEMENTING THE TEKS FOR LOTE TO PROMOTE STUDENTS’ ABILITY 
TO COMMUNICATE IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE, GAIN KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER CULTURES, CONNECT WITH OTHER DISCIPLINES AND 
ACQUIRE INFORMATION, MAKE COMPARISONS THAT DEVELOP INSIGHT INTO THE 
NATURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE AND PARTICIPATE IN MULTILINGUAL 
COMMUNITIES AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD.

The beginning teacher:

A. Applies knowledge of instructional and assessment strategies, practices and 
sequences to facilitate the development of interpersonal communication in the 
target language.

B. Applies knowledge of instructional and assessment strategies, practices and 
sequences to facilitate the development of interpretive communication in the target 
language, including strategies for guiding students in the selection of materials for 
independent reading, listening and viewing in the target language.

C. Applies knowledge of instructional and assessment strategies, practices and 
sequences to facilitate effective communication in the target language, including 
strategies for making speech comprehensible.

D. Understands the use of instructional and assessment activities, materials and 
practices that integrate culturally significant practices, products and perspectives 
into the language-learning environment.

E. Understands and applies strategies for guiding students in their comprehension of 
the nature of language and culture through comparisons between the target cultures 
and the students’ own language(s) and culture(s), including strategies for helping 
students understand the influence of one language or culture on another.

F. Understands and applies strategies for creating interdisciplinary learning 
experiences to help students explore connections among disciplines; integrate 
knowledge, skills and methods of inquiry from different subject areas; build 
vocabulary in other disciplines; explore connections between the target language 
and their own career goals; and make personal connections across disciplines 
through the use of the target language.

G. Understands and applies strategies for connecting what is taught in the classroom 
to what is experienced in everyday life and can make cultural connections across 
disciplines.

H. Knows how to identify, plan and promote opportunities for students to participate 
in extracurricular activities (e.g., contests, field trips) and local ethnic organizations 
and events, including opportunities to work with individuals from a variety 
of backgrounds and cultures to establish community learning activities, and 
opportunities to study, travel and work abroad and at home.
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DOMAIN II—CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

Competency 004
THE LOTE TEACHER UNDERSTANDS THE CONNECTIONS BETWEEN LANGUAGE 
AND CULTURE, INCLUDING THE INTERACTIONS AMONG CULTURAL PRODUCTS, 
PRACTICES AND PERSPECTIVES WITHIN THE TARGET LANGUAGE CULTURES.

The beginning teacher:

A. Understands and analyzes connections among cultural products, practices and 
perspectives in the target cultures.

B. Knows and understands that there are multiple perspectives within the target 
language cultures and can analyze and interpret ideas from diverse perspectives 
within these cultures.

C. Understands and analyzes important similarities and differences among products, 
practices and perspectives of target cultures and of multiple cultures within the 
United States.

D. Understands and analyzes the factors within the target cultures that influence 
language.

DOMAIN III—INTERPRETIVE LISTENING

Competency 005
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND THE LITERAL 
CONTENT OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Derives essential information (main ideas and details) from oral discourse in the 
target language on a variety of topics involving description and/or narration in 
different time frames (e.g., present, past, future) and in a variety of contexts 
(e.g., lecture, conversation, telephone message, public address announcement, 
news item, oral instructions).

B. Understands discourse in the target language likely to be encountered in social 
and professional situations within the target language cultures and communities, 
including discourse about cultural topics, connections to and comparisons with 
other disciplines and connections to and comparisons with what is experienced 
outside the classroom.

C. Understands the meaning of idiomatic words and expressions frequently used in 
oral discourse in the target language in a variety of culturally specific settings.
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Competency 006
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO INFER, INTERPRET AND 
EVALUATE MEANING FROM ORAL COMMUNICATIONS IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Interprets and evaluates oral messages in the target language in order to make 
inferences (e.g., characterizing the tone, mood or point of view of one or more 
speakers; identifying a cause-and-effect relationship implied but not stated in an 
oral communication; analyzing the sociocultural context of an oral exchange; 
paraphrasing an oral message).

DOMAIN IV—INTERPRETIVE READING

Competency 007
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND THE LITERAL 
CONTENT OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS WRITTEN IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Understands the literal content of a variety of authentic materials (e.g., determining 
the stated main idea of a passage; identifying an accurate summary of passage 
content; identifying the sequence of events in a passage; discerning details 
regarding character, setting or events described in a passage).

B. Understands various types of authentic target language texts and realia 
(e.g., literary works, personal letters, newspaper and magazine articles, 
informational texts, websites, forms, menus, posters) that represent a variety of 
cultural, community and cross-disciplinary perspectives, including materials that 
connect with what is experienced outside the classroom.

C. Understands frequently used idiomatic words and expressions in a variety of 
culturally specific authentic materials.

Competency 008
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO INFER, INTERPRET AND 
EVALUATE MEANING FROM A VARIETY OF AUTHENTIC MATERIALS WRITTEN IN 
THE TARGET LANGUAGE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Applies critical-reading skills (e.g., making inferences about setting or character 
from information provided in a passage; discerning implied cause-and-effect 
relationships in a passage; inferring an author’s assumptions, purpose or point of 
view in a passage; interpreting figurative language, such as metaphors and similes, 
in a literary passage) to a variety of authentic materials.
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DOMAIN V—WRITTEN EXPRESSION

Competency 009
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO USE A BROAD RANGE OF 
SIMPLE AND COMPLEX LANGUAGE STRUCTURES IN THE TARGET LANGUAGE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Uses simple and complex language structures and conventions of the written 
language (e.g., accent marks, spelling, punctuation) in interpersonal and 
presentational writing.

B. Demonstrates a broad range of vocabulary, often-used idiomatic expressions and 
culturally appropriate usage in interpersonal and presentational writing.

Competency 010
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO PREPARE EFFECTIVE 
INTERPERSONAL AND PRESENTATIONAL WRITTEN DISCOURSE IN THE TARGET 
LANGUAGE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Demonstrates the ability to construct informal and formal written discourse 
concerning a variety of practical, social and professional topics (e.g., writing 
a letter, writing about a literary passage; expressing views on a current issue; 
responding to an opinion or viewpoint; describing the reasoning behind a decision) 
and reflecting different cultural, community and cross-disciplinary perspectives.

B. Describes, narrates and explains in written discourse using tenses appropriate to the 
task and registers appropriate to the audience (e.g., informal, formal).

C. Uses appropriate vocabulary to write about topics of personal and public interest, 
including cultural perspectives, community events, comparisons between cultures, 
connections between the study of the target language and other academic 
disciplines and connections between what is taught in the classroom and real-life 
experiences.

D. Exhibits an appropriate level of cultural knowledge and sensitivity while writing 
cohesive summaries, essays, narratives, explanations and descriptions.



22 TExES Preparation Manual—Languages Other Than English (LOTE) – German

STUDY TOPICS

3

DOMAIN VI—ORAL EXPRESSION

Competency 011
THE LOTE TEACHER DEMONSTRATES THE ABILITY TO CONSTRUCT EFFECTIVE 
INTERPERSONAL AND PRESENTATIONAL ORAL DISCOURSE IN THE TARGET 
LANGUAGE.

The beginning teacher:

A. Demonstrates the ability to initiate communication and respond orally in the target 
language in a variety of social and professional situations (e.g., describing events or 
circumstances, explaining a problem, discussing advantages and disadvantages of 
an idea or proposed course of action).

B. Describes, narrates and explains in oral discourse in the target language using 
tenses and moods appropriate to the task and the audience.

C. Uses appropriate vocabulary to present information about topics of personal and 
public interest, including cultural perspectives, community events, comparisons 
between cultures, connections between the study of the target language and other 
academic disciplines and connections between what is taught in the classroom and 
real-life experiences.

D. Demonstrates the ability to use spoken language in culturally appropriate ways, 
including the use of different registers (e.g., informal, formal) to satisfy the 
requirements of educational, professional and social situations.

E. Demonstrates a broad range of vocabulary, often-used idiomatic expressions, 
clearly comprehensible pronunciation and intonation and simple and complex 
language structures in oral discourse.
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APPROACHES TO ANSWERING MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

The purpose of this section is to describe multiple-choice question formats that you will see on the 
Languages Other Than English (LOTE) – German test and to suggest possible ways to approach 
thinking about and answering the multiple-choice questions. However, these approaches are not 
intended to replace familiar test-taking strategies with which you are already comfortable and that 
work for you.

The LOTE – German test is designed to include a total of 120 multiple-choice questions, out of 
which 102 are scored. Your final scaled score will be based only on scored questions. The questions 
that are not scored are being pilot tested by including them in the test in order to collect information 
about how these questions will perform under actual testing conditions. These questions are not 
considered in calculating your score, and they are not identified on the test. 

All multiple-choice questions on this test are designed to assess your knowledge of the content 
described in the test framework. The multiple-choice questions assess your ability to understand 
spoken and written materials in German, to identify main ideas and details and make inferences. 
These questions also test your knowledge of cultural and linguistic aspects of the language, as 
presented in the materials.

When you are ready to respond to a multiple-choice question, you must choose one of four answer 
choices. Leave no questions unanswered. Nothing is subtracted from a score if you answer a 
question incorrectly. Your score will be determined by the number of questions for which you select 
the best answer.

In addition to the multiple-choice questions, the test will include several constructed-response 
questions/tasks for which you will provide a written or oral response. For more information on the 
constructed-response tasks, please see Chapters 6 through 11 of this preparation manual.

QUESTION FORMATS

You may see the following types of multiple-choice questions on the test:

— Single Questions

— Questions Based on Instructional Practices

— Questions with Stimulus Materials

On the following pages, you will find descriptions of these commonly used question formats, along 
with suggested approaches for responding to each type of question. In the actual testing situation, 
you may mark the test questions and/or write on the scratch paper provided at the testing center. 
Your final response must be selected on the computer.
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SINGLE QUESTIONS

Many questions on this test are simply discrete questions that do not involve referencing any 
material other than that presented as part of the question itself.

Within Sections II and VI of the test, you will see some single questions. Be sure to consider 
each question in terms of only the information provided in the question—not in terms of specific 
situations or individuals you may have encountered.

QUESTIONS BASED ON INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES

In Section VI of the test there will be questions that measure pedagogical knowledge and 
competence in the theories, methods and techniques associated with teaching a foreign language. 
The questions are related to instructional practices, understanding linguistic theories, integration 
of the national standards into curriculum and instruction as well as assessment of languages and 
cultures. 

EXAMPLE 1

As part of a class activity, a foreign language teacher asks students about their plans for 
the upcoming spring break. One student replies in the target language with the equivalent 
of “Tomorrow, by car.” Apparently, the student has only partially understood the question. 
Which of the following strategies would be most effective in getting the student to provide a 
more complete response?

A. Repeating the question “What are you planning to do on vacation?” and giving the 
student another opportunity to respond

B. Conducting a quick review on the interrogative words in the target language in 
order to take advantage of this teaching opportunity

C. Echoing the answer quietly, as if contemplating it, and then asking, “Where are you 
going and for how long?”

D. Translating the question into English, translating the student’s answer into English 
and then asking the question a second time in the target language

EXAMPLE 2

Which of the following activities is most appropriate to assess students’ skills in the 
interpersonal mode at the end of a unit?

A. Spontaneous role-play with partners

B. Staged skits performed in groups

C. Formal oral presentations

D. Recited poem or song
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SUGGESTED APPROACH

Example 1 measures knowledge of instructional practices in order to create a supportive classroom 
where students use the target language and participate actively during class discussions.

Option A is a repetition of the same question that the teacher had already asked when the student 
gave the partial response and, consequently, the teacher may not get a more complete response from 
the student. Therefore, option A may be eliminated as the best answer to this question.

Option B includes a review of the interrogative words and does not emphasize productive language 
skills. Explicit grammar instruction may not necessarily improve the student’s linguistic output. 
Therefore, option B may be eliminated as the best answer to this question.

Option C is an effective strategy because the teacher is providing meaningful feedback while 
encouraging the student to clarify the answer given previously. The teacher is negotiating meaning 
with the student and providing the opportunity for the student to expand the original response. 
Therefore, option C may be identified as the best response to this question.

Option D includes a translation into English of the question and the student’s answer, but it does not 
use the target language to help the student with a correct answer. The student may lack the linguistic 
resources in the target language to give an appropriate answer and the English translation of the 
question may not lead into a more complete response in the target language. Therefore, option D 
may be eliminated as the best answer to this question.

Example 2 measures knowledge of assessment models and their appropriate use. It requires 
selecting an assessment practice appropriate to an interpersonal task.

Option A includes an activity that will require students to use the language while having a 
conversation with one another, which will require active negotiation of meaning among the partners. 
Since it is a spontaneous role-play, the two people participating in the conversation will need to 
introduce adjustments and clarifications when needed. Therefore, option A may be identified as 
the best response to this question.

Option B indicates that the skits will be performed in groups, which may not allow participants to 
change what they want to say in order to clarify what they mean. Since the skits are staged, there 
will be an opportunity for participants to rehearse the conversations based on a previously agreed 
upon script. Therefore, option B may be eliminated as the best answer to this question.

Option C consists of an activity that will demonstrate a student’s skills in the presentational mode, 
where one student will present to an audience. In the oral presentation, the student will be directing 
the message to the members of the audience and there will be no opportunity for interaction. 
Therefore, option C may be eliminated as the best answer to this question.

Option D involves presentational communication where the speaker will be reciting a poem or 
singing a song to others, requiring the audience to interpret the meaning of the poem or song. This 
is an example of “one-way” speaking, with no direct opportunity for the audience to interact with 
the speaker to get a clarification of the message. Therefore, option D may be eliminated as the best 
answer to this question.
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QUESTIONS WITH STIMULUS MATERIAL

Many questions on this test are preceded by stimulus material that relates to the question or 
questions. Types of stimulus material will include reading comprehension passages, photographs 
and listening comprehension selections. You will be asked to read, view or listen to the stimulus 
material and identify important characteristics or draw conclusions based on the stimulus material.

For the reading section of the test, you will see a reading stimulus and then be asked to respond 
to six multiple-choice questions related to that stimulus. You will be able to refer to the stimulus 
as you answer the questions. For the listening section of the test, you will be asked to listen to 
a selection and then respond to six multiple-choice questions related to that selection. You will 
hear each selection once and then will have time to preview the questions before you listen to the 
selection a second time. Then, you will have a short period of time per question to think about and 
select your response. For both the reading and listening sections of the test, the last two multiple-
choice questions in each set are a culture question and a linguistics question more or less closely 
tied to the stimulus. You may need information not directly provided in the stimulus to answer these 
questions.

You can use several different approaches to respond to these types of questions. Some commonly 
used strategies for reading and listening comprehension are listed below.

Strategy 1  For reading comprehension, skim the stimulus material to understand its 
purpose, its arrangement and/or its content. Then read the question(s) and refer 
again to the stimulus material to verify the correct answer(s). 

 For listening comprehension, listen to the stimulus the first time through to get 
a general sense of its purpose, its arrangement and/or its content. Listen to the 
stimulus the second time through more carefully and critically

Strategy 2  For reading comprehension, skim the question(s) before considering the stimulus 
material. The content of the question(s) will help you identify the purpose of the 
stimulus material and locate the information you need to respond to the question.

Strategy 3  For reading comprehension, use a combination of both strategies; apply the “read 
the stimulus first” strategy with shorter, more familiar stimuli and the “skim the 
question first” strategy with longer, more complex, or less familiar stimuli. You 
can experiment with the sample questions in this manual and then use the strategy 
with which you are most comfortable when you take the actual test.

For reading comprehension, whether you read the stimulus before or after you read the questions, 
you should read it carefully and critically.

For the first four questions in each listening and reading set, be sure to consider the questions in terms 
of only the information provided in the stimulus—not in terms of specific situations or individuals you 
may have encountered. For questions 5 and 6, you may need to consider other factors.
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EXAMPLE 1 — LISTENING

SCRIPT TEXT – Materials in brackets is only heard  

[Hörverständnis - Interview mit Campino, Frontmann der Toten Hosen

P:   Grüße Sie—unser Gast ist heute Campino, Frontmann der Toten Hosen. Wenn Sie heute einem 
Kind erklären müssten, Ihrem Sohn zum Beispiel, was is’ eigentlich Punk, was würden Sie 
sagen?

C:   Ich würd’ dem einfach nur Musik vorspielen. Ich würd’ das nicht versuchen über Worte zu 
machen. Ich würd’ dem einfach ein paar Platten aus dieser Zeit, London Ende der 70er Jahre 
vorspielen. 

P:  Kann man das heute überhaupt noch erklären, also vermitteln, was dieser Punk damals war? 

C:   Also ich versuch’ das nicht mehr zu machen. Ich konnte mich damals dazu äußern, Ende der 
70er Jahre war die, . . . waren die Grenzen von Punkrock klar umrissen und die Definition war 
einfach deutlich, aber mit jedem Mensch, der sich dieser Bewegung angeschlossen hat, kam 
’ne neue Facette hinzu und das ist einfach nicht mehr in einem Wort zu erklären oder in einem 
Satz oder auch nicht mehr in einem Buch. 

P:   Passt das in dieses Jahrtausend jetzt eigentlich noch, weil diese Jugend . . . Protest, also . . .

C:   Na ja, wir reden letztendlich ja nur über’n Label, über einen hilflosen Versuch, irgendwas zu 
kategorisieren, wie soll der Begriff jetzt verstanden werden. Verstehen Sie darunter jetzt etwas 
Musikalisches, geht’s um ideologische Inhalte. ’Ne Band wie Offspring, eine Band wie Green 
Day, Bad Religion, Ramones, die alle fungieren unter diesem Begriff und sie sind von der 
Ideologie her völlig unterschiedlich ausgerichtet, also da kann man keine Gemeinsamkeiten 
finden. 

P:  ̀Wie war das bei Ihnen—mit 14 sind Sie plötzlich mit Iroquesenhaarschnitt bei Ihrer Mutter 
am Küchentisch gesessen? 

C:   Nee, so war das nich’, hm, mein Bruder hat mich in Berlin zu ’nem Frisör geschleppt. 
(Lachen) Und der meinte: „Du ich mach dir da ’ne ganz verrückte Frisur.“ Da bin ich erst 
mal rausgelaufen, bin dann aber nachher noch mal wiedergekommen, weil’s ne Cola umsonst 
gab. (Lachen) Und dann hat er eigentlich nur diese Haare ganz ganz kurz geschnitten und die 
standen dann sozusagen von selber. 

P:  ̀Mhm, aber der Bruder hat Sie, ich glaube, nicht nur zum Frisör geschleppt sondern auch mit 
Musik, mit Punk insgesamt . . . 

C:  Der hat mir dann auch das erste Mikrofon geschenkt und der hatte mir vorher schon meine 
ersten Rockplatten geschenkt, der war für mich ein großer Einfluss auf mich, der ist 12 Jahre 
älter als ich. Ja, so’n großen Bruder haben ist schon was Tolles. 
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P:  Ja, und war das damals überhaupt Protest und stinkig oder war das einfach nur: ach ja, lustige 
Frisur? 

C:  Nee nee, das nicht. Also, ich war einfach nur verliebt in die Musik. Ich mochte diese Härte, 
mir hat diese Musik sehr viel Kraft gegeben. Aber das war eine totale Leidenschaft, das hatte 
nichts damit zu tun, gegen die Eltern zu rebellieren. Wenn die jetzt zufällig auch Punkrock gut 
gefunden hätten, dann hätte ich kein Problem damit gehabt. Aber es war nicht so. Mein Vater 
stand auf Marschmusik und meine Mutter auf Klassik.]

1. Welche Meinung vertritt Campino über Punkmusik?

A. Dieser Stil ist heute nicht mehr aktuell.
B. Punkmusik ist sehr vielseitig geworden.
C. Es gibt zu viele Meinungen über Punk. 
D. Es gibt zu viele Bücher über Punk.

2.  Was erfahren wir über den 14-jährigen Campino?

A. Sein Bruder hatte großen Einfluss auf ihn.
B. Die Punkmusik hat ihn rebellisch gemacht. 
C. Er fand, dass man wild aussehen musste. 
D. Seine Eltern wollten, dass er ihre Musik hört.

3.  Auf Ihre Kulturkenntnisse bezogen, welche typisch deutsche Musikrichtung wurde in den 70er 
Jahren in Deutschland viel gespielt und findet auch heute noch großen Anklang?

A. Klassische Musik
B. Rockmusik
C. Schlagermusik
D. Marschmusik

SUGGESTED APPROACH — LISTENING

Listen to the stimulus carefully. Then read the questions and think about what they are asking and 
the situation the selection is describing. Eliminate any obviously wrong answers, determine the 
correct option and select it on the computer.

Question 1 asks what Campino thinks about punk music. Option A is incorrect, because Campino 
himself refers to a group like Greenday, which is a currently active and popular band. Option C is 
incorrect because, although different ideologies and facets are mentioned, there is no discussion in 
the text of different opinions on Punk. Campino just says that it is not possible to explain this term 
in one word, sentence or book. Option D is incorrect because Campino does not talk about how 
many books have been written about punk music. Option B is the correct answer. We know this 
because the text states that every new band brought in a new aspect and that they all have different 
ideologies and do not have much in common.
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Question 2 asks what we have found out about Campino at the age of 14. Option B is incorrect. 
While the talk show host asks if Campino chose punk music to be rebellious, Campino clearly says 
he did not. Option C is not correct because Campino only reluctantly got his mowhawk, and did 
not think that a crazy hairdo was necessary for a punk fan. He just liked the music. Option D is 
not correct because there is no suggestion that his parents made him listen to the music they liked. 
The correct answer is option A. His brother had a great influence in his life, giving him his first 
microphone, introducing him to punk music, etc.

Question 3 asks which type of music was typically played in Germany in the 70s, and is still being 
listened to today. Classical music was very popular in the 70s and still has followers today, but it 
is not limited to Germany alone, which makes option A incorrect. Rock music has also become 
a universal style and therefore option B is not correct. Option D is incorrect, because it is not 
exclusively German. This type of music is also popular in other countries and it has rather lost its 
popularity today. Option C is the correct answer because Schlagermusik is a musical style popular 
in Germany even today. You will hear it at any “Fest” or on the radio, for example “Mamor, Stein 
und Eisen bricht”, “Über sieben Brücken musst du gehen,” “Ein bisschen Frieden.” 

EXAMPLE 2 — READING

Fragen 1-3 beziehen sich auf die folgende Debatte ums Märchen.

Märchen haben es seit der Jahrhundertwende schwer. Sie wurden und werden von Erwachsenen 
aller Art—Pädagogen, Literaten, Psychologen und Soziologen—angegriffen. Seit der Erfindung 
der Kinderliteratur schien es endgültig keinen Grund mehr zu geben, Kinder mit Geschichten zu 
belasten, die in einer Zeit voll Drachen und Königen spielten. Wie sollten moderne Kinder des 
Maschinen- und Atomzeitalters diese grausamen Geschichten von bösen Hexen verstehen?

Kinder haben sich um diese Ansichten jedoch wenig gekümmert. Sie setzen sich immer noch jedem 
zu Füßen, der ihnen Märchen vorliest. Und sie sind von „Aschenputtel“ und vom „Wolf und den 
sieben Geißlein“ so gebannt wie von kaum einem anderen Text. Wer Kindern Märchen vorenthält, 
tut ihnen damit keinen Gefallen, ganz im Gegenteil. Kinder brauchen Märchen.

Kinderpsychologen betonen, wie notwendig es für jedes Kind ist, einen Sinn in seinem Leben zu 
finden. Dem Kind helfen dabei nicht nur die Eltern und andere, die sich um seine Entwicklung 
kümmern; auch die Geschichten helfen ihm, die es vorgelesen bekommt und später selbst liest. Vor 
allem die Märchen.

Allgemeine Kinderliteratur erfüllt diese Aufgabe nur unzureichend. Sie unterhält und informiert 
Kinder zwar, aber die „tiefen inneren Konflikte“ werden in den meisten Kinderbüchern 
verschwiegen. Das Märchen dagegen nimmt diese Ängste sehr ernst und spricht sie unmittelbar 
aus: Das Bedürfnis, geliebt zu werden, und die Furcht, als nutzlos zu gelten; die Liebe zum Leben 
und die Furcht vor dem Tode. Zudem bietet das Märchen seine Lösungen so, dass das Kind sie 
verstehen kann. Sehr viele Erwachsene meinen, die grausame Bestrafung des Bösewichts versetze 
die Kinder unnötig in Erregung und Schrecken. Genau das Gegenteil ist zutreffend: Eine solche 
Vergeltung beweist dem Kind, dass die Strafe dem Verbrechen angemessen ist.
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Trotz all der schlimmen Dinge, die darin geschehen, enden Märchen in aller Regel gut, zum 
Beispiel mit dem tröstlichen Satz: „und von nun an lebten sie allezeit glücklich“. Deshalb vor allem 
lieben Kinder Märchen, denn das gute Ende gibt ihnen ein Gefühl der Sicherheit und Zuversicht.

1. Was halten Kinder von Märchen?

A. Sie kümmern sich wenig um sie.
B. Sie sind von ihnen begeistert.
C. Sie finden sie schwer verständlich.
D. Sie haben Angst vor ihnen.

2. Welche Vorteile haben Märchen laut Text gegenüber der Kinderliteratur?

A. Sie bieten Kindern Informationen. 
B. Sie fördern die Leseentwicklung.
C. Sie verarbeiten ernsthafte Themen.
D. Sie unterhalten auch Erwachsene.

3.  Auf Ihre Kulturkenntnisse bezogen, wer hat die Märchen “Aschenputtel” und “Der Wolf und 
die sieben Geißlein” gesammelt und veröffentlicht?

A. Busch
B. Andersen
C. Hoffmann
D. Grimm

SUGGESTED APPROACH — READING

Read the article and carefully consider the information presented. The first question asks about 
the attitude of children toward fairy tales. Eliminate any obviously wrong answers, determine the 
correct option and select it on the computer.

Question 1 asks about children’s attitudes toward fairytales. Option A is incorrect because the text 
states that children really enjoy listening to fairy tales. Option C is incorrect because it is clear 
that the children understand the real meaning of the fairy tales. Option D is incorrect, because 
although adults may think fairy tales frighten children, the text explains that because fairy tales 
end happily, rather than frightening children, they help them deal with things that might otherwise 
be frightening. Option B is the correct answer. We know this because the expression setzen sich 
jedem zu Füßen implies that children listen eagerly to anyone who reads them fairy tales.

Question 2 asks what advantages fairy tales have over other children’s literature. Option A is not 
correct, as it is presented in the text as an advantage of Kinderliteratur. Option B is also not correct; 
the text does not present either Märchen or Kinderliteratur as developing reading skills. Option C 
is the correct answer. The text says that in contrast to Kinderliteratur which does not delve into 
deep inner conflicts, Märchen deal with serious themes of fear of uselessness, the love of life, etc. 
Option D is not correct, because nowhere does the text say that Märchen amuse adults.
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Option D is the correct answer for Question 3. The question requires the test taker to recognize 
that the name „Grimm“ is associated with these Märchen. Options A, B and C all refer to authors 
who also wrote or collected tales, but knowledge of the Brothers Grimm is needed to answer this 
question.

EXAMPLE 3 — CULTURAL QUESTION

1. Wo würde man am wahrscheinlichsten so ein Herz sehen? 

A. Auf dem Wochenmarkt 
B. Auf einem Flohmarkt
C. Auf einem Maifest
D. Auf dem Oktoberfest 
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2. Den Brauch, dass Frauen Männern Kravatten abschneiden, sieht man in Deutschland

A. zu Weihnachten 
B. zum Fasching
C. zu Ostern
D. zum Männertag

SUGGESTED APPROACH

These types of questions test your cultural knowledge. We recommend that you use a combination 
of the strategies above. Take a look at the picture first and make sure you understand its content. 
Then read the question and refer again to the stimulus material to verify the correct answer.

Question 1 asks which event is most typically associated with the type of cookie pictured. Option D is 
the correct answer, since such heart cookies are most found at an Oktoberfest. Such cookies would 
not likely be found at (A) a weekly farmers’ market, (B) a flea market or (C) a May Day festival.

Question 2 is about the custom of women cutting off men’s ties. This tradition is associated with 
Weiberfastnacht, the Thursday before the beginning of Fasching, so the correct answer is option B. 
It is not associated with option A, Christmas; option C, Easter; or option D, Männertag, another 
name for Fathers’ Day.
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SAMPLE MULTIPLE-CHOICE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES QUESTIONS

The instructional practices questions are designed to measure your knowledge of foreign language 
pedagogy and teaching methodology. They are not a measure of foreign language proficiency. The 
questions and responses are in English. This section presents some sample instructional practices 
questions for you to review as part of your preparation for the test. To demonstrate how each 
competency may be assessed, each sample question is accompanied by the competency that it 
measures. While studying, you may wish to read the competency before and after you consider each 
sample question. Please note that the competency statements will not appear on the actual test.

An answer key follows the sample questions. The answer key lists the question number and correct 
answer for each sample test question. Please note that the answer key also lists the competency 
assessed by each question and that the sample questions are not necessarily presented in 
competency order.

The sample questions are included to illustrate the formats and types of questions you will see on 
the test; however, your performance on the sample questions should not be viewed as a predictor of 
your performance on the actual test. A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available 
on the ETS TExES website at www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an overview of the directions, 
testing tools and buttons that will be available to you during the test.
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Part A questions are designed to measure your knowledge of language-acquisition theories and 
instructional practices.

competency 001
1.  A brochure for a K–6 foreign language 

program states that the program goals 
are to introduce students to language 
learning, to help students become 
aware of and appreciate other cultures, 
to enhance students’ understanding 
of English and to motivate students 
to study another language. Which of 
the following types of programs is 
described above?

A. An immersion program

B. A Foreign Language in Elementary 
School (FLES) program

C. A bilingual education program

D. A Foreign Language Experience 
(FLEX) program

competency 001
2.  A foreign language teacher is planning 

a unit on a famous historical figure. 
Which of the following activities is the 
most appropriate for a second-grade 
immersion class?

A. Completing work sheets for practice 
with past tense verb forms so students 
can speak and write about the historical 
fi gure’s life

B. Reading storybooks in the target lan-
guage to students about the historical 
fi gure’s life and contributions to society

C. Translating the most important events 
of the historical fi gure’s life into the 
students’ fi rst language

D. Showing a video in English about cur-
rent events in the country where the 
historical fi gure was born
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Part B questions are intended to measure your knowledge of the Standards for Foreign Language 
Learning in the 21st Century. A summary of the Standards is provided during the test.
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COMPETENCY 003
3.  Which example below best represents 

an activity that demonstrates how 
high school students might meet the 
Communities standard?

A. Students are asked to complete several 
service-learning projects each semes-
ter in the local target language cultural 
center

B. Students read an article about defor-
estation published in a target-country 
newspaper and make a list of practices 
that help protect forests

C. Students listen to an Internet Podcast 
about the most recent target-country 
elections and answer fi ve multiple-
choice questions about the content

D. Students in the target-language club 
meet after school to make plans for the 
Fall Festival

COMPETENCY 003
4.  During a unit on greetings and leave-

takings, students role-play to introduce 
themselves to other students and to 
adults by using appropriate levels of 
formality. Which supporting standard is 
addressed through this activity?

A. Interpretive Communication, 
Standard 1.2

B. Presentational Communication, 
Standard 1.3

C. Products and Perspectives of Cultures, 
Standard 2.2

D. Language Comparisons, Standard 4.1
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Part C questions are designed to measure your knowledge of assessment of language and cultures.

COMPETENCY 002
5.  Which of the following is the purpose 

of summative assessment?

A. To determine level of comprehension of 
a listening activity

B. To determine whether a student can use 
in a written composition the lexical ele-
ments studied in a unit

C. To determine level of mastery of material 
studied in one chapter of a unit

D. To determine a student’s level of profi -
ciency at the end of a program of study

COMPETENCY 002
6.  One of the goals of a foreign language 

program is that students become able 
to communicate orally in the present 
tense, talking about themselves and 
their personal interests. How can a 
teacher demonstrate to parents and 
school officials that that goal has been 
achieved?

A. By making a bulletin board on which 
are posted the highest written test 
scores of all of the students enrolled in 
foreign languages

B. By keeping a portfolio of each student’s 
tests and quizzes

C. By asking students to keep a journal of 
new words they have learned

D. By recording students interviewing 
each other in class while speaking the 
target language



MULTIPLE-CHOICE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES QUESTIONS

TExES Preparation Manual—Languages Other Than English (LOTE) – German 41

5

ANSWER KEY

Question 

Number

Correct 

Answer
Competency

1 D 001
2 B 001
3 A 003
4 D 003
5 D 002
6 D 002
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WRITTEN EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

The LOTE – German test will include three tasks that require a constructed response written in 
German. The written expression constructed-response scores will be combined with the other 
constructed-response scores and the multiple-choice section scores to produce a total test score.

For the written expression section of the test, you will be asked to write in the target language 
(i.e., German) in ways outlined in the test. There will be three tasks in the written expression 
section. The total testing time for the written expression section is 50 minutes; therefore, you should 
manage your time so that you have enough time to answer the three tasks within the allotted time. 
You will type your response to each question (see information about the alternate character toolbar 
on page 47). Your response must be written in the target language (i.e., German). In preparing your 
responses to the questions, you may choose to prepare and organize your thoughts on the scratch 
paper provided. However, you will only be scored on the response that you type on the computer. 
You may not use any reference materials during the test.

This chapter includes an explanation of how the constructed responses will be scored; sample 
questions appear in the next chapter.
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SCORING RUBRIC FOR WRITTEN EXPRESSION – Response to E-mail, Memo or Letter 
and Opinion/Position Essay

Score
General 

Description

Features/Dimensions

Task  
Completion Topic Development Writing Skills

3
High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Fully addresses 
and completes 
the task

•  Directly relates to 
the topic; topic well 
developed  

•  All or almost all 
supporting details 
or examples are 
appropriate and effective

•  Response is well organized and generally 
coherent

•  Demonstrates a high or mid-high degree 
of control of a variety of structures; a few 
grammatical errors occur with no evident 
patterns

•  Varied vocabulary appropriate for the content 
and used with precision

•  Very few errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure

•  Register is appropriate (accurate social and/or 
cultural references included)

2
Mid-High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

• Relates to the topic
•  Most supporting details 

or examples are well 
defined

•  Response is organized, but some parts are not 
fully developed

•  Demonstrates a moderate degree of control of a 
variety of structures; some grammatical errors 
occur 

•  Appropriate vocabulary with occasional errors 
such as making up words or code switching

•  Some errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure) but they do 
not impede communication

•  Register is usually appropriate (generally 
accurate social and/or cultural references 
included)

1
Mid-Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

•  Moderately relates to 
the topic

•  Some supporting details 
or examples are vague 
or not well defined

•  Response is inadequately organized/not 
sequenced correctly 

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of 
structures; frequent grammatical errors occur

•  Limited vocabulary; frequent errors such as 
making up words or code-switching

•  Frequent errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure) 

•  Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social and/
or cultural references are included)

0
Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Partially 
addresses and/
or partially 
completes the 
task

•  Minimally relates to the 
topic

•  Most supporting 
details or examples 
are irrelevant or not 
effective 

•  Response is disorganized
•  Demonstrates a lack of control of most 

structures; numerous grammatical errors impede 
communication

•  Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference 
from another language

•  Pervasive errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure) impeding 
communication

•  Minimal to no attention to register (inaccurate 
social and/or cultural  references are included)
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SCORING RUBRIC FOR WRITTEN EXPRESSION – Integrated Writing Skills

Score
General 

Description

Features/Dimensions

Task  
Completion Topic Development Writing Skills

3
High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Fully addresses 
and completes 
the task

•  Directly relates to 
the topic; topic well 
developed 

•  All or almost all 
supporting details 
or examples are 
appropriate and effective

•  Clearly demonstrates 
a high degree of 
understanding of the 
content in the text

•  Response is well organized and generally 
coherent

•  Demonstrates a high or mid-high degree 
of control of a variety of structures; a few 
grammatical errors occur with no evident 
patterns

•  Varied vocabulary appropriate for the content 
and used with precision

•  Very few errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure)

•  Register is appropriate (accurate social and/or 
cultural references included)

2
Mid-High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

• Relates to the topic
•  Most supporting details 

or examples are well 
defined

•  Demonstrates a 
moderate degree of 
understanding of the 
content in the text

•  Response is organized, but some parts are not 
fully developed

•  Demonstrates a moderate degree of control of a 
variety of structures; some grammatical errors 
occur 

•  Appropriate vocabulary with occasional errors 
such as making up words or code switching

•  Some errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure) but they do 
not impede communication

•  Register is usually appropriate (generally 
accurate social and/or cultural references 
included)

1
Mid-Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

•  Moderately relates to 
the topic

•  Some supporting details 
or examples are vague 
or not well defined

•  Demonstrates a low 
degree of understanding 
of the content in the text

•  Response is inadequately organized/not 
sequenced correctly 

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of 
structures; frequent grammatical errors occur

•  Limited vocabulary; frequent errors such as 
making up words or code-switching

•  Frequent errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure) 

•  Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social and/
or cultural references are included)

0
Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Partially 
addresses and/
or partially 
completes the 
task

•  Minimally relates to the 
topic

•  Most supporting 
details or examples 
are irrelevant or not 
effective 

•  Demonstrates a poor 
degree of understanding 
of the content in the text

• Response is disorganized
•  Demonstrates a lack of control of most 

structures; numerous grammatical errors impede 
communication

•  Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference 
from another language

•  Pervasive errors in conventions of the written 
language (orthography: spelling, accent marks 
and punctuation; sentence structure) impeding 
communication

•  Minimal to no attention to register (inaccurate 
social and/or cultural  references are included)
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ALTERNATE CHARACTER TOOLBAR

The Written Expression section of the LOTE – German test requires the test taker to enter written 
responses on the computer. An alternate character toolbar for inputting German accents and 
characters (e.g., ß, ü, „) is built into the test. Just before the Written Expression section, you will be 
presented with one unscored question to use for practicing with the toolbar. You may take up to five 
minutes on this practice question; your response will not be graded nor will it affect your grade in 
any way.

A tutorial for using the toolbar is in the TExES/ExCET section of the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. Once you are on the ETS TExES website, select TExES/ExCET in the 
left-hand menu, then select Alternate Character Toolbar Tutorials in the left-hand menu and look for 
the link for the tutorial. If you are taking the LOTE – German test, you are strongly urged to view 
this tutorial and practice using the toolbar before the day of your test.

Upon launching the tutorial, you will be presented with a blank area to practice typing in German 
and inserting German characters and accents. You may type anything you like; your response will 
not be saved. For example, you may answer the question “Why are you taking the LOTE – German 
test?” The alternate character toolbar may be repositioned anywhere on the screen. When you are 
finished, choose Exit to close the tutorial.

NOTE: To execute the tutorial, you will need to have Java Runtime Environment, version 1.5 or 
greater, installed on your computer. If you do not have Java Runtime Environment, a free download 
available from the Java website at www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp will install it on your 
computer. Simply choose the correct download for your operating system. If you are running the 
Microsoft Windows Vista operating system, it is recommended that you install the latest version of 
Java (Version 6) with the latest update. You may have to reboot your computer after the installation.

If you are unsure if your computer has the Java Runtime Environment, the Java website at 
www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp also provides an option that will check your computer for 
you. Simply choose to “Verify Now.”

6
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PREPARING FOR THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

Following are three sample written expression constructed-response tasks that represent the types of 
tasks you will see on the LOTE – German test.

In preparing for the written expression constructed-response tasks, you may wish to draft a response 
to the task by reading the question and planning, writing and revising your response. The total 
testing time for the Written Expression section is 50 minutes; therefore, you should manage your 
time so that you have enough time to answer the three tasks within the allotted time. Because you 
will be demonstrating your proficiency in the German language, be sure to write in German. Also, 
because no reference materials will be available during the test, it is recommended that you refrain 
from using a dictionary, a thesaurus or textbooks while writing your practice responses.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS FOR RESPONDING TO THE WRITTEN EXPRESSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for this computerized task.

Written Expression Section Directions

The Written Expression section includes three tasks and is designed to measure different aspects of 
your writing ability.

Question Task
1 Response to E-mail, Memo or Letter

2 Opinion/Position Essay

3 Writing Integrated Skills

For each type of question, you will be given specific directions.

You will have 50 minutes to answer all of the questions. A clock at the top of the screen will indicate 
how much time is remaining.

You can move from one question to the next by clicking Next. You can skip questions and go back to 
them later as long as there is time remaining. If you want to return to previous questions, click Back.

For later review, you can mark a question by clicking Mark, which will place a check mark next to 
the question on the Review screen. Clicking Mark again will remove the check mark. A question 
will remain marked until you unmark it, even if you change the answer.

You can click Review at any time, and the Review screen will show you which questions you have 
answered and which you have not answered. The Marked column shows all questions you have 
marked for review. From the Review screen, you may go directly to any question.
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SAMPLE WRITTEN EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

TASK ONE 

A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for this computerized task.

COMPETENCIES 009, 010 — Written Expression Section

Question 1: Response to E-mail, Memo or Letter

Directions: Read the following e-mail and write an appropriate response. Write your response in 
the space provided. Manage your time so that you allow enough time to plan, write and revise your 
response. Your answer should be a minimum of 60 words.  

SAMPLE 1

Stellen Sie sich vor, Sie hatten sich vor sechs Wochen zu der „Konferenz zum Erwerb von 
Zweitsprachen“ angemeldet. Mit dem Anmeldungsformular hatten Sie auch einen Scheck über 
€ 150.00 für die Teilnehmergebühr beigefügt. Heute bekamen Sie die folgende E-Mail. Antworten 
Sie auf die E-Mail, um die Situation zu klären.

Von: UMann@unimünster.de
Gesendet: 4. April, 13:30
An: vcheng@school.net
Betreff: Konferenz zum Erwerb von Zweitsprachen 

Sehr geehrte Kollegin,

wir freuen uns, dass Sie an unserer „Konferenz zum Erwerb von Zweitsprachen“ teilnehmen 
wollen. Wir hätten Ihnen gerne heute schon unseren Vorlesungskatalog und Ihre Teilnehmerkarte 
zugeschickt, konnten es aber leider nicht tun, da Sie vergessen hatten, Ihrer Anmeldung einen 
Scheck über € 150.- beizulegen. 

Wenn Sie uns keinen Scheck schicken wollen, können Sie auch am ersten Tag der Konferenz direkt 
an der Anmeldung bezahlen, wo dann auch ein Katalog und Ihre Teilnehmerkarte bereitliegen 
werden. Wir sind überzeugt, dass Sie nicht nur neue Kollegen treffen, sondern auch viele wertvolle 
Tipps und Anregungen für Ihren Unterricht erhalten werden.

Mit freundlichen Grüßen,
Ulrich Mann
Vorsitzender 

Konferenz zum Erwerb von Zweitsprachen
Universität Münster
Schlossplatz 2
48149 Münster
Germany
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TASK TWO

A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for this computerized task.

COMPETENCIES 009, 010 — Written Expression Section

Question 2: Opinion/Position Essay

Directions: Read the following question and write an essay on the topic given. Write your response 
in the space provided. Make sure that your essay includes reasons and/or examples to support your 
opinion. Manage your time so that you have enough time to plan, write and revise your response. 
Your response should be a minimum of 120 words.  

SAMPLE 2

„Lieber ein Buch in der Hand als ein Kabel in der Wand.“ Die Zukunft des Lesens liegt im Netz, 
sagen die einen. Papier ist der ewige Speicher allen Wissens, sagen die anderen. Wie werden wohl 
die Bibliotheken von morgen aussehen?

(basiert auf einen Artikel aus Die Zeit, March 2009)

• Nehmen Sie Stellung und begründen Sie Ihre Meinung mit konkreten Beispielen/
Vorschlägen.

TASK THREE

A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for this computerized task.

COMPETENCIES 007, 008, 009, 010 – Written Expression Section

Question 3: Writing Integrated Skills

Directions: Based on the information from the passage below, complete the following task. Manage 
your time so that you can plan, write and revise your response. Your response should be a minimum 
of 120 words. 

SAMPLE 3

Folgender Text ist ein Auszug aus dem Buch Die heiligen Kühe und die Wölfe des Wandels - Warum 
wir ohne kulturelle Kompetenz nicht mit Veränderungen klarkommen von Elke Schlehuber und 
Rainer Molzahn

Gleichzeitigkeit und Nonlokalität
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Mit dem Fall der Berliner Mauer fielen neben den ideologischen auch die technologischen 
Systemgrenzen weg. Damit globalisierte sich die Entwicklung der Informations- und 
Kommunikationstechnologie vollständig. Seit dem Siegeszug des Internets ab Mitte der 
Neunzigerjahre hängt die gesamte Welt am Netz, und die halbwegs friedlichen demokratischen 
Revolutionen in den Ländern des ehemaligen Ostblocks wären ohne das Internet gar nicht möglich 
gewesen. Das Internet markiert vor allem deswegen einen Epochenwechsel, weil es das Medium ist, 
durch das Information fast ohne Zeitverzögerung weltweit reist, verfügbar ist und sich auswirkt: Es 
gibt keine Pausen, keine Verzögerungen, keine Wartezeiten und keine Vorwarnzeiten mehr. Das hat 
nicht nur zu einer unglaublichen Beschleunigung von Geschäfts- und Steuerungsprozessen geführt, 
sondern auch dazu, dass die Abstimmungs- und Kooperationsprozesse in der Zusammenarbeit von 
Menschen und Organisationen komplizierter geworden sind: Immer wieder muss sehr schnell aus 
der Flut von Informationen das Bedeutsame herausgefiltert werden. 

Einen ersten Geschmack davon, was es auch heißen kann, global vernetzt zu sein, bekamen alle, 
die sich auf den Jahreswechsel 1999/2000 vorbereiteten und in vager Panik den möglichen Folgen 
des Y2K-Problems entgegenfieberten. (Man befürchtete Zusammenbrüche der Produktion, der 
Versorgung, Wirtschaftskrisen und Chaos...) Kann doch in diesem quasi-neuronalen Netz jedes 
feuernde Neuron an potenziell jedes andere am Netz beteiligte Neuron eine Kettenreaktion von 
Impulsen und Wirkungen in Gang setzen, die in rasender Geschwindigkeit verläuft und schwer 
zurückzuverfolgen ist. Ein Computervirus, in Taiwan auf den Weg gebracht, kann innerhalb 
kürzester Zeit die Wall Street lahm legen; politische Unruhen in Indonesien können von einem 
Tag auf den anderen die Produktionsprozessketten eines deutschen Unternehmens durcheinander 
bringen. 

WRITING TASK

Heutzutage vertrauen wir sehr auf Technologie im Alltag, obwohl laut Text solche Abhängigkeit 
gefährlich sein kann. Besprechen Sie einige Gründe, warum wir uns nicht immer auf Technologie 
wie das Internet verlassen sollten.
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ORAL EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

The LOTE – German test includes three tasks that require a constructed response spoken in 
German. The oral expression constructed-response scores will be combined with the other 
constructed-response scores and the multiple-choice section scores to produce a total test score.

For the oral expression section of the test, you will be asked to speak in the target language 
(i.e., German) in ways outlined in the test. There will be three tasks requiring different types of 
responses in this section. For each task, you will read the directions in English and listen to the 
actual question in the target language (i.e., German). You will have time to consider and prepare for 
all of the oral expression tasks. Following the preparation time, you will be prompted to speak. You 
may choose to make notes to prepare your response on the scratch paper provided. However, you 
will be scored only on your recorded oral response.

Be sure to speak naturally and appropriately in the target language (i.e., German) when responding 
to the questions. The test is designed to measure your proficiency in the target language 
(i.e., German). There are no prescribed answers to these questions; however, each response needs 
to follow all the task directions to be appropriate. Say as much as you can until the response time is 
over or until you feel you have provided a thorough response.

This chapter includes an explanation of how the constructed responses will be scored; sample 
questions appear in the next chapter.
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SCORING RUBRIC FOR ORAL EXPRESSION – Integrated Speaking Skills

Score
General 

Description

Features/Dimensions

Task  
Completion Topic Development Language Use

3
High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Fully addresses 
and completes 
the task

•  Directly relates to 
the topic; topic well 
developed

•  All or almost all 
supporting details 
or examples are 
appropriate and effective

•  Clearly demonstrates 
a high degree of 
understanding of the 
content in the text

•  Demonstrates high or mid-high degree of 
control of a variety of structures; a very few 
grammatical errors occur with no evident 
patterns

•  Varied vocabulary appropriate for the content 
used with precision

• High level of fluency
• Very good pronunciation
• Well-organized, generally coherent response
•  Register is appropriate (accurate social and/or 

cultural references included)

2
Mid-High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

• Relates to the topic
•  Most supporting details 

or examples are well 
defined

•  Demonstrates a 
moderate degree of 
understanding of the 
content in the text

•  Demonstrates a moderate degree of control 
of a variety of structures, some grammatical 
errors occur

•  Appropriate vocabulary with occasional errors 
such as making up words or code-switching

•  Moderate level of fluency with occasional 
hesitance; some successful self correction

• Good pronunciation
• Organized response with some coherence
•  Register is usually appropriate (generally 

accurate social and/or cultural references 
included)

1
Mid-Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

•  Moderately relates to 
the topic

•  Some supporting details 
or examples are vague 
or not well defined

•  Demonstrates a low 
degree of understanding 
of the content in the text

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of 
structures; frequent grammatical errors occur

•  Limited vocabulary, frequent errors such as 
making up words and code-switching

• Low level of fluency with frequent hesitance
•  Fair pronunciation with interference from 

another language
• Disorganized response with little coherence
•  Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social 

and/or cultural references included)

0
Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Partially 
addresses and/
or partially 
completes the 
task

•  Minimally relates to the 
topic

•  Most supporting 
details or examples 
are irrelevant or not 
effective 

•  Demonstrates a poor 
degree of understanding 
of the content in the text

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of numerous 
structures; numerous grammatical errors 
impede communication

•  Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference 
from another language

• Poor fluency with labored expression
•  Poor pronunciation, which affects 

comprehension
• Disorganized response with no coherence
•  Minimal to no attention to register (inaccurate 

social and/or cultural references are included)



58 TExES Preparation Manual—Languages Other Than English (LOTE) – German

SUCCEEDING ON ORAL EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

8

SCORING RUBRIC FOR ORAL EXPRESSION – Oral Presentation or Situation/Opinion

Score
General 

Description

Features/Dimensions

Task  
Completion Topic Development Language Use

3
High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Fully addresses 
and completes 
the task

•  Directly relates to the 
topic, well-developed 
treatment of the topic

•  All or almost all 
supporting details 
or examples are 
appropriate and effective

•  Demonstrates high or mid-high degree of 
control of a variety of structures; a very few 
grammatical errors occur with no evident 
patterns

•  Varied vocabulary appropriate for the content 
used with precision

• High level of fluency
• Very good pronunciation
• Well-organized, generally coherent response
•  Register is appropriate (accurate social and/or 

cultural references included)

2
Mid-High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

• Relates to the topic
•  Most supporting details 

or examples are well 
defined

•  Demonstrates a moderate degree of control 
of a variety of structures, some grammatical 
errors occur

•  Appropriate vocabulary with occasional errors 
such as making up words or code-switching

•  Moderate level of fluency with occasional 
hesitance; some successful self correction

• Good pronunciation
• Organized response with some coherence
•  Register is usually appropriate (generally 

accurate social and/or cultural references 
included)

1
Mid-Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the 
task

•  Moderately relates to 
the topic

•  Some supporting details 
or examples are vague 
or not well defined

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of 
structures; frequent grammatical errors occur

•  Limited vocabulary, frequent errors such as 
making up words and code-switching

• Low level of fluency with frequent hesitance
•  Fair pronunciation with interference from 

another language
• Disorganized response with little coherence
•  Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social 

and/or cultural references included)

0
Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Partially 
addresses and/
or partially 
completes the 
task

•  Minimally relates to the 
topic

•  Most supporting 
details or examples 
are irrelevant or not 
effective

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of numerous 
structures; numerous grammatical errors 
impede communication

•  Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference 
from another language

• Poor fluency with labored expression
•  Poor pronunciation, which affects 

comprehension
• Disorganized response with no coherence
•  Minimal to no attention to register (inaccurate 

social and/or cultural references are included)
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SCORING RUBRIC FOR ORAL EXPRESSION – Simulated Conversation

Score
General 

Description

Features/Dimensions

Task  Completion Topic Development Language Use

3
High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Fully addresses 
and completes the 
task

•  Responds fully 
to all or almost 
all of the parts/
prompts of the 
conversation 

•  Responses relate 
directly to the topic 
and include a well-
developed treatment 
of all or almost all the 
elements in the thread of 
the conversation

•  Demonstrates high or mid-high degree of 
control of a variety of structures; a few 
grammatical errors occur with no evident 
patterns

•  Varied vocabulary appropriate for the content 
used with precision

• High level of fluency
• Very good pronunciation
• Well-organized, generally coherent responses
•  Register is appropriate (accurate social and/or 

cultural references included)

2
Mid-High

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes the task

•  Responds to all or 
almost all of the 
parts/prompts of 
the conversation

•  Responses relate to the 
topic and include most 
elements in the thread of 
the conversation

•  Demonstrates a moderate degree of control 
of a variety of structures, some grammatical 
errors occur

•  Appropriate vocabulary with occasional errors 
such as making up words or code-switching

•  Moderate level of fluency with occasional 
hesitance; some successful self correction

• Good pronunciation
• Organized responses with some coherence 
•  Register is usually appropriate (generally 

accurate social and/or cultural references 
included)

1
Mid-Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Addresses and 
completes some 
parts of the task

•  Responds to most 
parts/prompts of 
the conversation

•  Responses relate 
moderately to the topic 
and include some 
elements in the thread of 
the conversation

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of 
structures; frequent grammatical errors occur 

•  Limited vocabulary, frequent errors such as 
making up words and code-switching

• Low level of fluency with frequent hesitance
•  Fair pronunciation with interference from 

another language
• Disorganized responses with little coherence
•  Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social 

and/or cultural references included)

0
Low

A response at 
this level is 
characterized 
by most of 
the following 
features/ 
dimensions:

•  Partially addresses 
and/or partially 
completes the task

•  Responds 
inappropriately 
to some parts/ 
prompts of the 
conversation

•  Responses relate 
minimally to the 
topic and include few 
elements in the thread of 
the conversation

•  Demonstrates a lack of control of numerous 
structures; numerous grammatical errors 
impede communication

•  Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference 
from another language

• Poor fluency with labored expression
•  Poor pronunciation, which affects 

comprehension
• Disorganized responses with no coherence
•  Minimal to no attention to register (inaccurate 

social and/or cultural references are included)
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PREPARING FOR THE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

Following are three sample oral expression constructed-response tasks that represent the types of 
tasks you will see on the LOTE – German test.

In preparing for the oral expression constructed-response tasks, you may wish to make notes to 
prepare your oral response on the scratch paper provided. However, you will be scored only on 
the responses you record after the instructions indicate that you should begin speaking. Each task 
will have its own timing for preparation and response. Also, because no reference materials will be 
available during the test, it is recommended that you refrain from using a dictionary, a thesaurus or 
textbooks while preparing your practice responses.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS FOR RESPONDING TO THE ORAL EXPRESSION 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

Oral Expression Section Directions

The Oral Expression section includes three tasks and is designed to measure different aspects of 
your ability to speak German. This section lasts approximately 15 minutes.

Question Task
1 Speaking Integrated Skills

2 Oral Presentation or Situation/Opinion 

3 Simulated Conversation

For each type of question you will be given specific directions, including the amount of time 
allowed for preparation and speaking. Answer each question according to the directions. It is to 
your advantage to say as much as you can in the time allowed.

Relax and speak as clearly and confidently as you can. Maintain a consistent distance from the 
microphone and speak directly into it. Keep your voice at a consistent level of loudness (neither too 
soft nor too loud).
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SAMPLE ORAL EXPRESSION CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS 

TASK ONE

A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for this computerized task.

COMPETENCIES 007, 008, 011

Question 1: Speaking Integrated Skills

Directions: You will have 5 minutes to complete the speaking task: 1 minute to read the passage 
below, 2 minutes to prepare and 2 minutes to record your response. The passage you will be reading 
for this task is the same passage you read in the integrated writing skills task.

SAMPLE 1

Folgender Text ist ein Auszug aus dem Buch Die heiligen Kühe und die Wölfe des Wandels – Warum 
wir ohne kulturelle Kompetenz nicht mit Veränderungen klarkommen von Elke Schlehuber und 
Rainer Molzahn

Gleichzeitigkeit und Nonlokalität

Mit dem Fall der Berliner Mauer fielen neben den ideologischen auch die technologischen 
Systemgrenzen weg. Damit globalisierte sich die Entwicklung der Informations- und 
Kommunikationstechnologie vollständig. Seit dem Siegeszug des Internets ab Mitte der 
Neunzigerjahre hängt die gesamte Welt am Netz, und die halbwegs friedlichen demokratischen 
Revolutionen in den Ländern des ehemaligen Ostblocks wären ohne das Internet gar nicht möglich 
gewesen. Das Internet markiert vor allem deswegen einen Epochenwechsel, weil es das Medium ist, 
durch das Information fast ohne Zeitverzögerung weltweit reist, verfügbar ist und sich auswirkt: Es 
gibt keine Pausen, keine Verzögerungen, keine Wartezeiten und keine Vorwarnzeiten mehr. Das hat 
nicht nur zu einer unglaublichen Beschleunigung von Geschäfts- und Steuerungsprozessen geführt, 
sondern auch dazu, dass die Abstimmungs- und Kooperationsprozesse in der Zusammenarbeit von 
Menschen und Organisationen komplizierter geworden sind: Immer wieder muss sehr schnell aus 
der Flut von Informationen das Bedeutsame herausgefiltert werden. 

Einen ersten Geschmack davon, was es auch heißen kann, global vernetzt zu sein, bekamen alle, 
die sich auf den Jahreswechsel 1999/2000 vorbereiteten und in vager Panik den möglichen Folgen 
des Y2K-Problems entgegenfieberten. (Man befürchtete Zusammenbrüche der Produktion, der 
Versorgung, Wirtschaftskrisen und Chaos...) Kann doch in diesem quasi-neuronalen Netz jedes 
feuernde Neuron an potenziell jedes andere am Netz beteiligte Neuron eine Kettenreaktion von 
Impulsen und Wirkungen in Gang setzen, die in rasender Geschwindigkeit verläuft und schwer 
zurückzuverfolgen ist. Ein Computervirus, in Taiwan auf den Weg gebracht, kann innerhalb 
kürzester Zeit die Wall Street lahm legen; politische Unruhen in Indonesien können von einem 
Tag auf den anderen die Produktionsprozessketten eines deutschen Unternehmens durcheinander 
bringen. 
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Ältere Leute brauchen oft viel Zeit um neue Technologien zu akzeptieren. Stellen Sie sich vor, 
Ihr Großvater ist der Meinung, dass das Internet eine völlig unnötige Erfindung ist. Er findet, dass 
Technologien wie das Internet unser Leben nur komplizierter gemacht haben. Wie würden Sie 
darauf antworten?

TASK TWO

A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for this computerized task.

COMPETENCY 011 — ORAL EXPRESSION SECTION

Question 2: Oral Presentation or Situation/Opinion

Directions: You will be asked to speak and give your opinion on a specific topic. First, you will 
have 15 seconds to review the information provided. You will have 2 minutes to prepare your 
response before you are asked to speak. Then, you will have 2 minutes to give your response. 
A tone will indicate when you should begin speaking. You should respond as fully and as 
appropriately as possible.

SAMPLE 2

Soll es Studenten an der Uni erlaubt sein, Smartphones (Handys mit erweiterten Funktionen, wie 
Tastatur und Internetzugang) in Vorlesungen oder Seminaren zu benutzen?

• Äußern Sie Ihre Meinung und begründen Sie sie mit mindestens zwei konkreten 
Beispielen.

TASK THREE

A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for this computerized task.

COMPETENCY 011 — ORAL EXPRESSION SECTION

Question 3: Simulated Conversation

Directions: You will participate in a simulated conversation within a context. First, you will have 30 
seconds to read the outline of the conversation. The shaded lines of the outline give you an idea of 
what you will hear during the conversation, while the other lines give you an idea of what you will 
be expected to say. You will have five turns to participate in the conversation. A tone will indicate 
when to begin speaking. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will have 25 seconds to respond. 
You should participate in the conversation as fully and as appropriately as possible.
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SAMPLE 3

Stellen Sie sich vor, Sie bewerben sich um einen neuen Job bei einer Zeitung. Frau Müller hat Sie 
angerufen und Sie gebeten, sich bei ihr vorzustellen. Heute ist der Tag des Interviews und Frau 
Müller bittet Sie in ihr Büro.

Frau Müller Begrüßung.• 
Sie Grüßen Sie und bedanken Sie sich.• 
Frau Müller Stellt Ihnen eine Frage.• 
Sie Geben Sie zwei Gründe an• .
Frau Müller Antwortet Ihnen und stellt eine weitere Frage.• 
Sie Geben Sie eine detaillierte Antwort.• 
Frau Müller Antwortet Ihnen und stellte noch eine Frage.• 
Sie Geben Sie eine detaillierte Antwort.• 
Frau Müller Macht Ihnen einen Vorschlag. • 
Sie Nehmen Sie den Vorschlag an und beantworten • 

Sie die Frage.

The text below is a script that would be heard and not seen.

Frau Müller Guten Morgen. Bitte nehmen Sie Platz.

 TONE (25 seconds) TONE 

Frau Müller  Ihr Resümee ist sehr interessant. Erzählen Sie mir doch bitte, warum Sie sich bei 
uns beworben haben.

 TONE (25 seconds) TONE 

Frau Müller  Das leuchtet mir ein. In unserer Branche müssen wir oft eng mit unseren 
Kunden zusammen arbeiten. Warum, denken Sie, wären Sie gut darin?

 TONE (25 seconds) TONE 

Frau Müller  Das hört sich gut an. Könnten Sie mir noch kurz erzählen, was Sie von dieser 
Stelle erwarten?

 TONE (25 seconds) TONE 

Frau Müller  Also, damit Sie sich ein besseres Bild von uns machen können, schlage ich vor, 
dass Sie einen ganzen Tag bei und mit uns verbringen. Wenn das Ihnen recht ist, 
wann hätten Sie denn Zeit?

 TONE (25 seconds) TONE
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INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS 
The LOTE – German test will include two tasks that require a constructed response written 
in English that reflects your knowledge of instructional practices. The instructional practices 
constructed-response scores will be combined with the other constructed-response scores and the 
multiple-choice section scores to produce a total test score.

For the instructional practices constructed-response section of the test, you will be asked to write 
in English in ways outlined in the test. There will be two tasks in this section. The total testing 
time for the instructional practices constructed-response section is 35 minutes; therefore, you 
should manage your time so that you have enough time to answer the two tasks within the allotted 
time. You will type your response to each question. Your response must be written in English. In 
preparing your responses to the questions, you may choose to prepare and organize your thoughts 
on the scratch paper provided. However, you will only be scored on the response that you type on 
the computer. You may not use any reference materials during the test.

This chapter includes an explanation of how the instructional practices constructed responses will 
be scored; sample questions appear in the next chapter.
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SCORING RUBRIC FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE PEDAGOGY – Lesson Plan

Score General Description Score Descriptors

3
High

A response at this level 
demonstrates evidence of a 
high degree of competence in 
response to the assignment, but 
it may have a few minor errors

•  Fully addresses and fully elaborates all categories (vocabulary, 
materials, procedures and assessment) 

•  Demonstrates a high degree of content understanding and all or 
almost all content information is accurate and well developed

•  All teaching techniques described are appropriate for age, grade and 
proficiency level 

•  All materials and activities discussed are appropriate for age, grade 
and proficiency level 

•  Assessment instrument described elicits appropriate information on 
targeted learning objective

• Response is well organized and generally coherent

2
Mid-High

A response at this level demonstrates 
evidence of competence in response 
to the assignment, but it has minor 
errors

•  Addresses all categories (vocabulary, materials, procedures and 
assessment), but some points are not fully elaborated

•  Demonstrates a moderate degree of content understanding and most 
content information is accurate

•  Most teaching techniques described are appropriate for age, grade 
and proficiency level 

•  Most materials and activities discussed are appropriate for age, grade 
and proficiency level 

•  Assessment instrument described elicits moderate amount of 
information related to learning objective

• Response is organized, but some parts are not fully developed

1
Mid-Low

A response at this level demonstrates 
evidence of limited competence in 
response to the assignment and it has 
one or more major errors

•  Addresses only some of the categories (vocabulary, materials, 
procedures and assessment) 

•  Demonstrates a low degree of content understanding and only some 
content information is accurate

•  Some of the teaching techniques described are appropriate for age, 
grade and proficiency level

•  Some materials and activities discussed are appropriate for age, 
grade and proficiency level 

•  Assessment instrument elicits minimal information related to 
learning objective

• Response is inadequately organized or not sequenced correctly 

0
Low

A response at this level demonstrates 
evidence of little or no competence 
in response to the assignment and it is 
obviously flawed

•  Addresses almost none of the categories (vocabulary, materials, 
procedures and assessment)  

•  Demonstrates a poor understanding of content and content 
information is inaccurate

•  Teaching techniques described are not appropriate for age, grade and 
proficiency level 

•  Materials are not connected to procedures and activities are not 
appropriate for age, grade and proficiency level 

•  Assessment instrument is not described and/or the instrument 
described does not relate to learning objective

• Response is disorganized



70 TExES Preparation Manual—Languages Other Than English (LOTE) – German

SUCCEEDING ON INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

10

SCORING RUBRIC FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE PEDAGOGY – Essay

Score General Description Score Descriptors

3
High

A response at this level demonstrates 
evidence of a high degree of 
competence in response to the 
assignment, but it may have a few 
minor errors

• Fully addresses and completes the task
•  Clearly demonstrates a high degree of understanding of the content 

required by the question
• All content information is accurate and well developed
•  All or almost all supporting details or examples are appropriate and 

effective
• Response is well organized and generally coherent

2
Mid-High

A response at this level demonstrates 
evidence of competence in response to 
the assignment, but it has 
minor errors

•  Addresses and completes the task 
•  Demonstrates a moderate degree of understanding of the content 

required by the question
• Most content information is accurate
•  Most supporting details or examples are appropriate and effective
• Response is organized, but some parts are not fully developed

1
Mid-Low

A response at this level demonstrates 
evidence of limited competence in 
response to the assignment and it has 
one or more major errors

•  Addresses and completes the task
•  Demonstrates a low degree of understanding of the content required 

by the question
• Some content information is accurate
•  Some supporting details or examples are vague, not well defined, not 

appropriate or not effective
• Response is inadequately organized or not sequenced correctly  

0
Low

A response at this level demonstrates 
evidence of little or no competence 
in response to the assignment and it is 
obviously flawed

•  Partially addresses and/or partially completes the task
•  Demonstrates a poor understanding of the content required by the 

question
• Most content information is inaccurate
•  Most supporting details or examples are irrelevant, not effective or 

missing 
• Response is disorganized
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PREPARING FOR THE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

Following are two sample instructional practices constructed-response tasks that represent the types 
of tasks you will see on the LOTE – German test.

In preparing for the instructional practices constructed-response tasks, you may wish to draft a 
response by reading the question and planning, writing and revising your response. The total testing 
time for this section is 35 minutes; therefore, you should manage your time so that you have enough 
time to answer the two tasks within the allotted time. Be sure to write in English. Also, because no 
reference materials will be available during the test, it is recommended that you refrain from using a 
dictionary, a thesaurus or textbooks while writing your practice responses.

GENERAL DIRECTIONS FOR RESPONDING TO THE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES 
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

Foreign Language Pedagogy: Instructional Practice

This section is intended to measure how well you can integrate and/or apply your knowledge of 
foreign language pedagogy and theories when designing instructional units. It is not a measure of 
foreign language proficiency. Your responses should be written in English.

Question Task
1 Lesson Plan

2 Opinion/Position Essay

For each type of question, you will be given specific directions. Although your responses should be 
written in English, the alternate character toolbar is provided in case you need to include words in a 
foreign language.

You will have 35 minutes to answer the two questions. A clock at the top of the screen will indicate 
how much time is remaining.

You can move to the next question by clicking Next. You can skip questions and go back to them 
later as long as there is time remaining. If you want to return to previous questions, click Back.

For later review, you can mark a question by clicking Mark, which will place a check mark next 
to the question on the Review screen. Clicking Mark again will remove the check mark. A question 
will remain marked until you unmark it, even if you change the answer.

You can click Review at any time, and the Review screen will show you which questions you have 
answered and which you have not answered. The Marked column shows all questions you have 
marked for review. From the Review screen, you may go directly to any question.

You may now begin. Click Continue to go on.
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SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE TASKS

Question 1: Lesson Plan

Directions: You will be given a scenario and an objective around which you will design a lesson 
plan. Your response should be written in English. It should be grade appropriate and should address 
the objective given. Write your response in the space provided.

Make sure that you include the following information in your lesson:

•  Vocabulary you will include in the lesson

•  Materials you will use in the lesson

•  Detailed description of procedures and activities that will be part of the lesson

•  Informal or formal assessment or evaluation of students’ learning

Make sure you include all the blank categories in your response.

Manage your time so that you allow enough time to plan, write and revise your response. Typically, 
an effective response will contain a minimum of 200 words.

TASK ONE

Assume that you are teaching a third-year, high school foreign language class. Your students are 
from 15 to 17 years of age. Most students are estimated to be in the intermediate range, as described 
in the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines. Design an instructional unit on a popular legend from the 
target culture. At the end of the unit, students will discuss in the target language their readings of 
the legend and share their personal reactions to the characters and events depicted in the text. Your 
unit will cover three class periods of 50 minutes each.

School Grade:  Third year, high school
Student Profile: 15–17 years of age
Proficiency Level: Intermediate range in the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines
Theme/Topic: A popular legend from the target culture
Objective:  Students will discuss in the target language their readings of the legend 

and share their personal reactions to the characters and events depicted in 
the text

Length of Unit: 3 class periods of 50 minutes each
Vocabulary:
Materials:
Procedures/Activities:
Assessment:

Make sure you include all the blank categories in your response.
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Question 2: Opinion/Position Essay

Directions: You will be given a scenario to write an essay to support your opinion or position on 
the issue. First, read the scenario. Then, write your response in English in the space provided.

Make sure that your essay includes reasons and/or examples to support your opinion.

Manage your time so that you allow enough time to plan, write and revise your essay. Typically, an 
effective essay will contain a minimum of 150 words.

TASK TWO

The school district where you teach is facing a budget deficit, and officials have been asked 
to implement changes in order to reduce costs. Some officials in the school district propose 
eliminating the foreign language program in elementary school in order to reduce the need for 
additional teachers and maximize use of classroom space. Write an essay giving reasons why the 
foreign language program in elementary school should continue.
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PREPARING TO TAKE THE TEST

Proficiency in a language is acquired over a period of time through continual practice and use of 
the language. It is important to familiarize yourself with the testing format for the TExES LOTE – 
German test. It is also important to develop an understanding of how the test will be administered 
so that you will know what to expect on the day of the test.

TEST FORMAT

The LOTE – German test is designed to include a total of 120 multiple-choice questions, 3 oral 
expression constructed-response tasks, 3 written expression constructed-response tasks and 
2 instructional practices constructed-response tasks. There are some questions that are being pilot 
tested by including them in the test in order to collect information about how they will perform 
under actual testing conditions. These questions are not considered in calculating your score, and 
they are not identified on the test.

WHAT TO EXPECT DURING THE TEST

The following information about the test session may be helpful to you as you prepare to take the 
test. A Supplemental Guide for the LOTE – German test is available on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org. See this guide for an authentic preview of the screens for the computerized tasks.

• Follow directions and listen carefully. At the beginning of the test session and throughout 
the test, follow all directions carefully. The test will contain general directions for the entire 
test, specific directions for sections of the test and directions for specific test questions. The 
general directions for the test will appear on the screen in English. The general directions 
for the listening comprehension section of the test are recorded in English as well as written 
in English in the test. Directions for specific test questions are written in the test in English. 
Read the directions carefully to ensure that you understand them before you respond to the 
questions. Click Help to review the General Directions, Testing Tools, How to Answer and 
How to Scroll. The test clock will not stop when the Help function is being used.

• Avoid spending too much time on one question. If you have given the question some 
thought and you still don’t know the answer, eliminate as many answer choices as 
possible and then select the best choice. If you are in the Reading, Written Expression 
and Instructional Practices sections, you can review your responses by clicking Review. 
However, it is best to do this only after all the questions have been answered so you can 
stay focused and save time. After answering a question, move on to the next question by 
clicking on Next. To return to a previous question, click on Back. If you are uncertain 
about a question and want to review it again later, click on Mark. This will place a check 
mark next to the question on the Review screen. The Review screen lists all of the questions 
in the current test section and their status. This can be accessed by clicking on Review. 
Only questions that have already been seen may be reviewed. If you have time remaining 
at the end of the Reading and Written Expression sections of the test, you will be given the 
option to “Return” to the last question in the section, “Review” or “Continue.” At this point, 
you can either go back and review your answers or continue. If you choose to continue 
instead of reviewing your answers, you will not be able to go back and review any further.
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• Responding to listening multiple-choice questions. For the listening section of the test, 
you will be asked to listen to a selection and then respond to six multiple-choice questions 
related to that selection. You will hear each selection once and then you will have time to 
preview the questions before you listen to the selection a second time. Then you will have a 
short period of time per question to think about and select your response. 

• Responding to oral expression constructed-response tasks. For the oral expression section 
of the test, you will be asked to speak in the target language (i.e., German) in ways outlined 
in the test. There will be three tasks in this section, each requiring a different type of 
response. For each task, you will read the directions in English and listen to the actual 
question in the target language (i.e., German). You will have time to consider and prepare for 
the task. Following the preparation time, you will be prompted to speak. You may choose 
to make notes to prepare your response on the scratch paper provided; however, you will 
be scored only on your recorded oral response. You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.

• Be sure to speak naturally and appropriately in the target language (i.e., German) when 
responding to the oral expression constructed-response questions. The test is designed to 
measure your proficiency in the target language (i.e., German)—there are no prescribed 
answers to these questions; however, each response needs to follow all the task directions to 
be appropriate. Say as much as you can until the response time is over or until you feel you 
have provided a thorough response.

• Responding to written expression constructed-response tasks. For the written expression 
section of the test, you will be asked to write in the target language (i.e., German) in 
ways outlined in the test. There will be three tasks in this section. Your response must 
be written in the target language (i.e., German). You may not use any reference materials 
during the test.

• Responding to instructional practice constructed-response tasks. For the instructional 
practice constructed response section of the test, you will be asked to write in English 
in ways outlined in the test. There will be two tasks in this section. You may not use any 
reference materials during the test.

CHECKLIST

Complete this checklist to determine if you are ready to take your test.

Do you know the testing requirements for your teaching field? ✓

Have you followed the test registration procedures? ✓

Have you reviewed the test center identification document requirements in the  ✓ Registration 
Bulletin or on the ETS TExES website at www.texes.ets.org?

Do you know the test frameworks that will be covered in each of the tests you plan to take? ✓

Have you used the study plan sheet at the end of this booklet to identify what content you  ✓
already know well and what content you will need to focus on in your studying?
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Have you reviewed any textbooks, class notes and course readings that relate to the  ✓
frameworks covered?

Do you know how long the test will take and the number of questions it contains? Have you  ✓
considered how you will pace your work?

Are you familiar with the test directions and the types of questions for your test? ✓

Are you familiar with the recommended test-taking strategies and tips? ✓

Have you practiced by working through the sample test questions at a pace similar to that of  ✓
an actual test?

If constructed-response questions are part of your test, do you understand the scoring  ✓
criteria for these questions?

If you are repeating a test, have you analyzed your previous score report to determine areas  ✓
where additional study and test preparation could be useful?

THE DAY OF THE TEST

You should have ended your review a day or two before the actual test date. Many clichés you may 
have heard about the day of the test are true. You should:

• Be well rested.

• Take the appropriate identification document(s) with you to the test center (identification 
requirements are listed in the Registration Bulletin and on the ETS TExES website at 
www.texes.ets.org).

• Take 3 or 4 well-sharpened soft-lead (No. 2 or HD) pencils with good erasers.

• Eat before you take the test.

• Be prepared to stand in line to check in or to wait while other test takers are being checked in.

• Stay calm. You can’t control the testing situation, but you can control yourself. The 
supervisors are well trained and make every effort to provide uniform testing conditions, 
but don’t let it bother you if a test doesn’t start exactly on time. You will have the necessary 
amount of time once it does start. Using the Reducing Test Anxiety booklet in the days 
before you test may be helpful in mentally and emotionally preparing yourself to test. It is 
available free at www.texes.ets.org.

You can think of preparing for this test as training for an athletic event. Once you have trained, 
prepared and rested, give it everything you’ve got. Good luck.
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STUDY PLAN

Content covered
on test

How well do I
know the content?

Dates planned for
study of content

Date
completed

What material do I
need for studying

this content?

Where can I find
the materials

 I need?

What material do I
have for studying

this content?
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PREPARATION RESOURCES

Success on this test is not simply a matter of learning more about how to respond to the question 
types on the test; it also takes real knowledge of German language and culture. You must show the 
ability to comprehend written and spoken German and to produce comprehensible and proficient 
oral or written responses to each question. It must be obvious that your ability in all four language 
skills (reading, listening, speaking and writing) in German is strong enough to serve as a solid, 
desirable model in guiding your students in the classroom to develop and improve their own 
capabilities in the German language.

Therefore, it would serve you well to consider the following areas for review prior to taking the test.

1. Familiarize yourself with the test content and format as presented in this manual.

2. Review the multiple-choice sample questions and suggested approaches in this manual.

3. Review the sample constructed responses and explanations in the scoring rubrics for how 
the responses will be scored.

The specific resources listed below may help you prepare for the TExES test in this field. These 
preparation resources have been identified by content experts in the field to provide up-to-date 
information that relates to the field in general. You may wish to use current issues or editions to 
obtain information on specific topics for study and review.

JOURNALS 

Foreign Language Annals, American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)

The German Quarterly, American Association of Teachers of German (AATG)

Die Unterrichtspraxis/Teaching German, American Association of Teachers of German (AATG)

OTHER SOURCES 

Handbuch zur deutschen Grammatik: Wiederholen und Anwenden, Rankin, Wells; Cengage 
Learning. October 2003

Kaleidoskop: Kultur, Literatur, und Grammatik, Moeller, Houghton Mifflin Textbooks

Übungsbuch Kaleidoskop: Kultur, Literatur und Grammatik (Workbook edition), Hoecherl-Alden and 
Sharon.

Mitlesen Mitteilen: Literarische Texte zum Lesen, Sprechen, Schreiben und Hören (with Audio CD), 
Wells and Morewedge.
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ONLINE RESOURCES 

The list below represents only a fraction of the websites where you can learn about German, 
practice grammar and vocabulary, read German magazines and newspapers, listen to German 
radio programs, view German television programs or even practice speaking German. Using these 
websites can provide you with extensive experience in reading and listening to German, and can 
also help with preparing for the speaking and writing segments of the exam.

American Association of Teachers of German — www.aatg.org/

ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines — www.sil.org/lingualinks/languagelearning/OtherResources/
 ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines/contents.htm

About.com: German Language — http://german.about.com/

Best German Websites — www.uni.edu/becker/German2.html

Der Spiegel — www.spiegel.de

Deutsche Welle — www.dw-world.de/dw/0,,265,00.html?id=265

Focus — www.focus.de

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung — www.faz.net/s/homepage.html
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